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Pattern Difficulty Levels 
 
At LE KNIT, we assign each pattern a difficulty level from 1 to 5. A beginner-friendly pattern is 
rated level 1, while an advanced pattern is rated level 5. 
Any definition of difficulty is only a guideline. What feels easy to one person may be hard for 
another. It's also important to note that, even as a beginner, you’re not limited to level 1 patterns. 
With determination and a bit of logical thinking, you can complete a level 4 – or even a level 5 – 
pattern! 
 

When we assess the difficulty of a pattern, we consider both the skills it requires and the level of 
attention it demands.  
 

There are video tutorials for the techniques used in the pattern. 
 
 
 

1 – Beginner-Friendly 
 

Beginner-friendly patterns are designed for those who have never knitted before — but also for 
those who simply want an easy and relaxing knitting project. These patterns include few or no 
abbreviations and are written in a detailed and easy-to-follow way. 
 
Techniques you may encounter in this category: Long tail cast-on, backwards loop cast-on, knit 
and purl stitches, twisted knit stitch, basic increases and decreases, yarn overs, standard chain 
bind-off, picking up stitches horizontally (e.g., under the arm). 
 
 
 

2 – Easy 
 

These patterns are designed for knitters with some experience — or for those looking for a project 
that doesn’t require constant attention. The patterns include only a few abbreviations. 
 
In addition to the techniques from the Beginner-Friendly category, you may also encounter: 
Twisted purl stitch, simple stitch patterns, simple charts, german short rows, picking up stitches 
vertically or around a curve (e.g., for a neckline), knitting together a folded edge. 
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3 – Intermediate 
 

These patterns typically include more techniques and more advanced shaping (for example, with 
varying increase frequencies). They therefore assume a certain level of knitting experience and 
the ability to work through the pattern in a structured way. 
 
In addition to the techniques from the previous categories, you may also encounter: Other cast-
on and bind-off methods (e.g., Italian cast-on, Italian bind-off, 3-needle bind-off). Other types of 
short rows, e.g. Japanese short rows. Basic double knitting (e.g., for Italian bind-off), other types 
of increases/decreases (e.g., from the wrong side). More – and slightly more complex – patterns, 
such as cables, two-color stranded knitting (with short floats), mosaic knitting, texture patterns, 
and lace, vertical button bands that are knitted on. Charts may be more complex than in the Easy 
category. 
 
 
 

4 – Above Intermediate 
 

These patterns share many similarities with the Intermediate category but involve more elements 
happening at once. In some cases, you may be asked to place and/or repeat pattern sections 
based on the instructions. These patterns require a greater sense of overview and, at times, more 
advanced finishing skills for techniques such as seaming, sewing in zippers, or adding embroidery 
like duplicate stitch or chain stitch. 
 
In addition to the techniques from the previous categories, you may encounter: More advanced 
shaping, more complex double knitting and more complex stitch patterns, such as brioche, 
braided cables, and larger sections of stranded colorwork, possibly with patterning on the wrong 
side or longer floats. 
 
 
 

5 – Advanced 
 

This category includes patterns that require more independent thinking. For example, you may 
need to decide where and how often to place stitch patterns or shaping based on written or 
charted instructions. 
 
In addition to the techniques from the previous categories, you may encounter: Stranded knitting 
with more than two colors on a single row and/or longer floats, more complex construction or 
finishing, greater technical precision and manual finesse. 
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